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4 APR 1957 

I 

S- 

The Honorable Stuart Symington / 

United. States Senate . / 

Washington, b. C. V 

Dear Senator Symington: 

4 letter of Id -larch 1957 apparently crossed yours of the 
date, and I believe I have already dealt with all but the last two 
paragraphs of your letter. 


_ -i *5*®, at p&r& S r ^ hs of letter, the agreed 

during recent years haw not 

underestimated Russian aircraft production in all other caeca, in 
1953, for example, a Soviet aircraft then in the prototype stare was 
included in estimated future production. Subsequently, information 
f?ae developed that this aircraft was net put into production and it 
Japped from the new estimate. In certain other instances, 
estimates' 1 * 51106 *** C * U * ed an ,lp * ard ^vision in national intelligence 


. ,k f s P° n8ib lfi opxnion differs as to whether intelligence has over- 
estimated or underestimated Soviet strength in recent years. I note 
b * for ® ^ 0ur Subcommittee last June, Admiral Kadford 

cSSiliMn^Thi th&t 1 i 5!^ 'T e norm11 * overestimates Coauunist 
capabilities. The complexities of estimating on the wide scope of 

rf?^!^ pr ° era f!/ nd str * m * ths «re such that, from time to time, pre- 
v + J re garding specific Soviet programs must be modified in the 
lij.ht of new evidence. On balance, however, I do not believe that in 
SSnri ea ffh2 at e 0nal 1 * telli ^® n < ! c estimates have shown any consistenl 

* t0 “*"»««*• -•*»•■* 
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„ 1 ideated in my letter of 18 March, we constantly review our 

li^it of up-to-date intelligence, and theze i» no w«r 
• t ? e + dir8 ? ti ° n ° r degpee of chan 8 e which thia new infold 
-^T 1 d ° tate * 1 oan assure you that national intelligence esti- 
aatea^wi 11 continue to reflect objective judgments baaed on available 


Sincerely, 



ONEr l I 

Retyped t ODDI: jb 

Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee 
•" 2 - 0/DC I 

1 - DDCI 
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1 - Mr. Paul 
1 - Mr. | | 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 
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CONCUR: I 

ftUfifiKT AMUKX, JR. 

Deputy Director/intelligence 
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Legislative Counsel 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 


March 18, 1957 




Honorable Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Central Intelligence 
2^30 E Street 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Director: 

For same reason the Intelligence revision about Russian 
long-range bombers which came to our Subcommittee from your 
Department last November has suddenly been given a lot of 
publicity in the press. 

This naturally is a surprise, especially as it was all 
known prior to the issuance of our recent report on air- 
power - and prior to the submission of the 1958 military 
budget to the Congress* J 

As I understood our conversation yesterday, this your re- 
vised estimate is based on acquired knowledge about production 
bugs in the Russian production of these bombers — bugs 
comparable^to^ those which recently held up so much production 

1 J° te ? !? at thSSe production !ags have not in your opinion 
reduced the number of long-range bombers the Russians plan 
to build; and understand they have not changed our concept 

mits! nUmb6r ° f SUCh bQmbers they vil1 have in operational 

To the best of my knowledge, this is the only case, at least 
in recent years, where CIA estimates of Russian production 
have turned out to be more than they later actually produced. 

^ ? tb f r cases -viz. plane types - Russian production 
exceeded the previous estimates. If that is not right, please 
let me know the cases in question. 


SS/J 
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Approximately a year ago, when the 
appropriations committees of . Congress 
were at work on the federal budget, a 
well-organized publicity campaign was 
launched,,, the th^^'pl’v^yf^was that 
the /Soviet ' Union its new 

intercoitoehl^^ by 

The campaign began with -the usual 
leaks to friendly columnists like Joseph 
and Stewart Alsop, who solemnly predict- 
ed calamity. In' due. time, Sen. W. Stuart’ 
Symington of Missouri; who has become 
the unofficial spokesman for the Air 
Force, raised the tempo of his continuous 
warnings and persuaded " liis congres- , 
signal. colleagues to make an investiga- 
tion. Under the chairmanship 4 of the 
distinguished senator, 'and with: Ty cam- 
eras dazzling the hearing room, the 
investigation got under way with a burst 
of . publicity. . 

The c o m m i 1 1 e e’s recommendations 
could have been written in advance, and. 
without taking a word of testimony. Noth- 
ing new was disclosed, although the 
country was reassured that American 
intelligence had discovered this newest 
threat from the Soviet Union. 

The Star was one of the few news- 
papers in America to challenge the accu- 
racy of the statements of top officers of 
the Air Force. The Star explained that 
air power is planes plus bases, and: that 
with our 2,000 B47’s the low* but steady 
production of the new B52's would enable 
the United States to retaliate, massively 
to any attack, in 1959' or any previous 
year.. The Star questioned the wisdom of 
accelerating unduly the production rate 
of B52’s, because they soon would become 
obsolete. 

Congress voted $900 million to provide 
for Air Force expansion, whjch President 
Eisenhower himself had opposed. ' ' j 

Now comes a story in the March 8 
issue of U. S. News and World Report,' 
headed, “A 900 -million -dollar Bobble/’ 
which explains: 


chusettsrduring 'the hearings: . 

“Senator SaltonstaIl:Mm I correct 
General, in' saying that this informa- 
tion whicIf?yoti. f hayb -v^|y|Mps| . a< 
General McConnell’ j^^Johr 
P. McConnell) fia§ ’^^d-^S^eer 

figures, -that- they , gavS-^iroioSer 

the shine a^.ypui-|igin^^?f^ 

‘‘The^stpry of a major bobble in 
QL-SL* intelligence ' estimates — one ‘ Y es -> sir *. *;/•. 4> 
that caused Congress to appropriate '/Senator 
an extra, 900 million dollars last year ^nce^asIS^^jphpr^^^^^^ 

—is starting to leak out now. : “(Sineral ;i$May: 

“Just' a year ago, a secret /interim? “it; was *af This hearing tK^t ihtel- 

gence report was given to a commit-; hgence figures on the . Soviet - Bison 
tee of Congress concerning Russia’s! were disclosed, f qff the record/ In the 
strength in long-range air power.. The published record,, liowe^^’ia top- 
Russians, according to ‘leaked’ re- level Air Force general-gaveus the 
; ports, were said to have more than conclusion: ' /?;$£•>* v< 1 

1 100 Bison heavy bombers, far sur- “‘This shows that -in accordance 
passing the numbers the U. S. had of with presently programmed produc- 
. its comparable jet bomber, the B52. tion schedules of the B52^ dnd for; the 

“A furor ensued in Congress, and Russian Bison and Bear, dri 1959 they 
in the press. Congress grew con- (the Russians) , >i; yvill h|.yd ‘ap^?qii- 
'cerned over an apparent Russian lead; lately . twice thje number ^ : of' ' heavy 
in a vital defense field. As a direct bombers that f lie . United States; Air 
i result of that concern, nearly a billion Force wiir ijaye/^^. V A ; : \ 1 «'* ; '}■* 

: dollars Was added to the requested “Revels a 1:" Now this/is all 
Air Force, budget, with the under-, changed; /r / . . 

standing that most of it would be “Air Force" S e ere far y Bonald 
'.spfent to speed the output of B52 Quarles told. the Senate Armed Serv- 
* bombers. ices-Coihniii^eef jastyireek that:- •,.* 

; ^‘Now, however, top defense offi- while* . 'at bne time, Bisons appeared 
dais are disclosing to Congress that to l ead B$2s in production, the present 
the intelligence estimate of a year indications. are that B52s aresub- 
ago has been found to be far too high, stantialjy ahead 4n numbers as Well 
Instead of more than 100 superbomb- as quality and there is eyery prospect 
ers, the indications seem to be that that they will remain so - / • / ' 
Russians had -only about 50, with U. S. “Gen. Nathan F/’;)rwming, ~Ajr 
strength in heavy bombers out ahead. Force chief of staff, states flatly that 
“It is all raising serious questions; the current estimate of present 

strength of Russia’s heavy-bomber 
force is lower tbaif .the Air Force 
estimate for this, same period made/a 
year ago.” 

. Those words tell a self-evident story c 
inexcusably mistaken estimates made b; 
;tPP officers of the Air Force of their owi 
intelligence, < and ".sfiqcKirig* gullibility oj 
the part of Senator Symirigton' and hi 
congressional colleagues. ' 

The probabilities are that. so-calle< 
intelligence originated in the minds, o 
some “armament spenders” who, on th< 
advice of their well-paid public relation: 
advisers in New York, deliberately plant 
ed this misinformation on the Air Foret 
officials and Senator Symington as a waj 
of frightening the American people anc 
members of Congress into spending tfr 
extra $900 million. y 
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